Chapter 19

A Brief Interlude as
Newspaper Editor

Among the people there was a big welcome for Jayaberigai and
high expectations about it. I threw myself most happily into the task
of shaping the newspaper and enlarging its outlook. I applied to the
task all the time and all the skill that I possessed.
I fervently desired that in addition to opposition to the DMK
and day-to-day political propaganda, Jayaberigai should give due
attention to issues of basic significance in the political and intellectual
spheres. I myself assumed full responsibility for the first two pages.
From writing "banner headlines" to suggesting topics for interviews
and ideas for cartoons, I gave my personal attention to all
matters relating to those two pages. The editorials that I wrote were
always signed. I formulated a policy of division of labour and
responsibility. It was agreed that the responsibility for whatever
other editorial colleagues or Sampath wrote would rest with them.
It was at that time that I had to read every one of the newspapers
and periodicals of the DMK. I did so not because I hoped to get any
information from them. Only if I read their stuff could I reach a
satisfactory state of passion and frenzy! Whatever arguments were
put forth by the [DMK organ] Murasoli in the morning would be
forcefully met by Jayaberigai in the evening.
On the day when Jayaberigai started publication Kamaraj broke
his silence of six months following the defeat of 1967, and spoke at a
public meeting. The meeting was held on the beach and was in obser-
vance of independence day. No other party could have, after a big
defeat, celebrated independence day with such enthusiasm and on
such a mammoth scale. While one of the processions was wending its